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While in Adelaide, capital of the State of South Aus?ralia, on
a recent VISIT USA travel promotion mission, FSL Senior
Commercial Specialist Michael C. Ryssenbeek also ca?_Lled on the
Assistant Director (Fisheries) of the South Australian
Department -of Agriculture and Fisheries to discuss that
state's view of expected developments in the 105:31 fishing
industry when Australia adopts pending 1egi§1aylon establlghlng
its jurisdiction over a 200-mile national fishing zone. Tt.us
call, made on instructions from the post's Commercial l‘_)fflcer,
produced some information which may be of use to the U.S.
fishing industry. Enclosure No.l is a memorandum of..the

conversation. 3
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June 27, 1978, Adelaide S.A.
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Enclosure No. 1
¥elbourne A-17

UNCLASSIFIED
. July 14, 1978.

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: South Australia's Policy on 200-mile Fishing Limit
and Opportunities for U.S. Firms for Investment Or
Sale of equipment to the S.A. Fishing Industry.
PARTICIPANTS:
Mr. Ian Kirkegaard, Assistant Director (Fisheries),
South Australian Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries, 18 Alleyn Street, Millicent,
, South Australia 5280; . . R
Mr. Michael C. Ryssenbeek, Senior Commercial Specialist
- . American Consulate General, Melbourne.
PLACE : Mr. Kirkegaard's office, Adelaide, S.A.
DATE : June 27, 1978.

The discussion lasted approximately one hour fifteen minutes and
was friendly, frank and for a large vart the personal opinion
of Mr. Kirkegaard, having regard to the many "unknowns''still
existing in the future of the S.A. Fisheries industry and the
200-mile fishing limit. ’

1. South Australian Government (SAG) policy in relation

to the Federal Government on the 200-mile limit is that S5.A. will
continue to manage the present S.A.-based fisheries and activities.
The SAG will disengage itself from tura and deep trawl
fisheries and leave the development and management of same to

the GOA. However, SAG does expect to be kept informed and
consulted by the GOA on its plans and acrioms.

. South Australian fishing grounds by tradition have
mainly been fished for whiting with some shark and other species.
This has resulted in the S.A. fish market being a high value
unit market with little elasticity. S.A. Whiting presently
brings $A10.00 per kilogram at wholesale nrices.

3. The knowledge of fish types amd capacity existing off -
the S.A. shore up to 200 miles is still very limited. With this
in mind, Mr. Kirkegaard does not envisage an immediate explosion
of purchases of major capital equipment and processing machinery
by the S.A. fishing industry.
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